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Ethical Practices in coloured gemstone mining is perceived in 

three different ways by the consumer:

• “blood” or conflict gems,

• forced or child labour and unsafe conditions,

• destruction of natural habitat or eco-friendly mining.

How these issues are dealt with in the coloured gem market is 

explained as follows:-

1. Coloured gem stone mining is spasmodic with a very low 

yield of fine quality gems. Mining is mainly carried out 

by individuals and generally areas are not managed by 

rebel groups or organisations. Unlike diamonds or gold, 

coloured gems do not have such a consistent pipeline to 

enter the world market and are unlikely to finance conflict.

2. There is no forced labour in coloured gem mines. They 

are mostly mined by individuals who voluntarily travel to 

mining areas in the hope that they may find enough rough 

to feed their families and finance their futures. An example 

of this was in Sri Lanka recently when a truck driver found 

a couple of large sapphire crystals on a road leading to 

a farm. Within 4 days over 2,000 miners had descended 

on the area in the hope that they too could unearth some 

sapphires.

3. As most coloured stone mining occurs in the top 40 or 

50 metres, it is not difficult to regenerate the land after 

mining, however Government policies of the various 

countries where mining occurs determines the rules 

regarding regulation of areas. In Sri Lanka miners are 

required to fill in an exhausted mine before proceeding to 

a new mining area.

When a client desires information regarding “Ethical Mining” 

of coloured stones, please ask them to be more specific with 

regard to what form their concerns take.

Malaia Garnet
9.8 x 9.1mm

4.95ct

Imperial Topaz
8.5 x 6.4mm

1.64ct

Tourmaline
13.5 x 7.9mm

3.98ct

Moonstone
19 x 14mm

12.37ct

Rhodolite Garnet
10.5mm
5.67ct

Blue Zircon
8.9mm
8.86ct

Amethyst
15.7mm
14.78ct

Spinel
8.3 x 5.8mm

2.05ct

Orange Sapphire
9 x 6.9mm

3.04ct

Yellow Sapphire
6.5 x 5.6mm

1.36ct

Peridot
10.7mm
4.97ct

Tsavorite Garnet 
8 x 5.7mm

1.74ct

Ruby
7.1 x 4.5mm

0.85ct

Morganite
13mm
8.21ct

Emerald
8.1 x 6mm

1.17ct

Aquamarine
13 x 11mm

7.60ct

Tanzanite
11.7 x 9.7mm

3.87ct

Tanzanite
8.7mm
6.38ct

Spinel
9.5 x6.6mm

1.98ct

Ametrine
21 x 16.7mm

27.19ct

Pink Spinel
8.3 x 5.4mm

1.57ct

Sapphire
8.8 x 7mm

2.40ct

Star Sapphire
11.9 x 9.3mm

7.23ct

Malaia Garnet
9.4 x 7.3mm

 3.43ct


