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Welcome to 2014.
We are anticipating the strong trend for coloured gems to continue. 
Sapphire in all colours including orange and apricot tones were 
popular last year. Ruby, Spinel, Emerald and Aquamarine were also 
hot favourites. Large less expensive gems for cocktail rings and ‘bling’ 
were sought after too.
We will have fabulous new stock by the end of the month as Grant and 
Susan are away buying.
Instead of sending out Christmas cards we donated to The Red Cross, 
World Vision, The Smith Family and sponsored two dogs Darcy and 
Samara with Victorian Dog Rescue.

Workshop Warnings
By popular demand this month we are including more ‘workshop 
warnings’. If you have had a mishap or have something you would 
like to share please email us.

• Never put Emeralds or Tanzanite in the ultrasonic. This can 
remove the oil in Emeralds and the gems may fracture.

• Don’t put Peridot in acid as it can etch the surface.

• Beware of thermal shock which can shatter, fracture and 
damage gems.

 - Do not rinse in cold water after cleaning in a hot ultrasonic.
 - After heating gem set jewellery with a jewellers torch do not 

quench in water or acid.
 - Do not put a hot item straight onto a cold surface.

• Organic gems eg Pearl, Amber, Coral and Jet will burn or melt if 
heated and may be damaged in acid.

• Be careful when using emery or filing near gems as they can be 
damaged by both.

• Avoid repairing gem set jewellery with heat where possible. 
Ensure jewellery is very clean before heating as once dirt is burnt 
onto a gem or diamond it is impossible to remove and will ruin 
the beauty of the stone.

 - Tiny inclusions in the gem may expand and cause damage.
 - The gem surface may be damaged.
 - Certain gems including Amethyst , Citrine and Zircon may lose 

their colour or change colour.
 - Check coloured gems and diamonds are not glass fracture 

filled prior to heating.
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Purple Sapphire
7.3 x 7.2 mm

2.71 ct

Peridot
9 mm

2.96 ct

Purple Sapphire
10.9 x 5.4 mm

1.76 ct

Green Tourmaline
11.5 x 8.5 mm

3.73 ct

Zambian Emerald
7.9 x 5.9 mm

1.18 ct

Parti Sapphire
7 x 4.7 mm

1.03 ct

Burmese Spinel
8 x 6.7 mm

2.72 ct

Fine Blue Sapphire
6.9 x 5 mm

1.09 ct

Ruby
7.9 x 6.4 mm

2.64 ct

Radiant Sapphire
7.6 x 6.7 mm

2.47 ct

Pink Sapphire
8.4 x 6.3 mm

1.69 ct

Pink Spinel
9.9 x 8.9 mm

3.46 ct

Nigerian Tourmaline
11.1 mm
4.41 ct

Hessonite Garnet
9.8 x 8mm

4.16 ct

Tanzanite
10.7 x 10.5 mm

6.01 ct

Yellow Sapphire
7.1 x 6.3 mm

1.54 ct

Checkerboard 
Amethyst

22.2 x 16.6 mm
16.24 ct

Yellow Sapphire
6.1 mm
1.68 ct

Tsavorite Garnet
9.1 x 5.3 mm

1.20 ct

Aquamarine
10 x 8 mm

2.48 ct


