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Our recent selling trips have been extremely successful and our clients 

are telling us that interest in coloured gems is increasing enormously. 

All varieties of fine quality gems are selling especially sapphire in 

all colours, ruby, aquamarine, spinel and tourmaline. We also have 

constant calls for Alexandrite.

Emerald

Emerald is the birthstone for May. They are mined in various Countries 

throughout the world with Colombia, Zambia, Brazil and Zimbabwe being 

some of the major producers. The country of origin does not determine 

the quality of the gem. Fine and poor quality material is produced in all 

locations. Trying to source a gem from one particular location will limit 

your options to find a quality gem for your customer.

Most emeralds are subjected to ‘oiling’ to mask the appearance of surface 

reaching fractures. This is a well known, traditional practice throughout the 

world where colourless oil is used. If coloured oil or resins are used these 

treatments must be disclosed and the gems are not accepted as natural.

We stock some mid to fine quality emeralds from Colombia and Zimbabwe, 

the majority of our stock is from Zambia due to the rich green colour, lack 

of fractures (which means less possibility of oiling) and the availability of 

matching calibrated sizes in rounds and squares..

Beware of Imitations

Although glass fracture filled ruby has been on the market for quite a 
few years it is still being confused with 
natural ruby. It is often seen as larger 
faceted gems and cabochons which are 
rare in natural ruby, also in matched 
sets and cheaper imported jewellery. It is 
important that jewellers recognise these 
stones as they are easily destroyed during 
many basic workshop procedures.

At a glance it appears to look like 
included Burmese ruby but on closer 
inspection heavy twinning and growth striations with a tiny network of 
fractures breaking the surface of the stone are obvious. These fractures allow 
the glass to enter the gem and mask the inclusions.

Gas bubbles are trapped in the glass filling together with natural ruby 
inclusions and may be observed with a 
hand lens or microscope. A bluish haze 
in the body colour of the stone will be 
noticeable in strong white light (eg. 
fibre optic). This is very poor quality 
ruby virtually held together by glass and 
has little commercial value.

Green 
Tourmaline

3.98ct
10.3 x 9mm

Ruby
2.02ct

8.1 x 6.6mm

Orange Sapphire
1.43ct

7.2 x 6.5mm

Red Spinel
1.80ct

6.8 x 6.4mm

Yellow Sapphire
5.21ct

9.6 x 8.5mm

Pink Sapphire
3.06ct

9.1 x 6.8mm

Peridot
4.11ct

12.2 x 9.6mm

Tanzanite
5.34ct
11.2mm

Chrysoberyl
14.57ct

16.7 x 13mm

Pink Sapphire
3.66ct

9.9 x 8.1mm

Malaia Garnet
3.22ct

10 x 6.9mm

Fine Blue 
Sapphire

4.25ct
10.2 x 9.6mm

0.55ct
6.3 x 4.6mm

0.84ct
6mm

0.98ct
6.8 x 4.7mm

0.70ct
5mm

0.46ct
4.5mm

0.81ct
8.8 x 5.1mm

1.35ct
6.6mm

1.16ct
7.7 x 6mm

1.47ct
9.1 x 6.3mm


