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Heated and Treated Sapphire
There is increasing confusion with clients in regard to heated and treated 
Sapphire which if not explained correctly can lead to unnecessary lost sales.

The Traditional Heating Process
The traditional heating process (nothing is added to the gem) has been used 
for around 40 years to improve the clarity and/or colour of suitable Sapphire 
material. The results of this treatment are stable and permanent and the 
gems are classed as natural. Traditional heating can usually be identified by 
internal features and is an accepted practice on the world market.

Beryllium Treatment
This is a relatively new process in which tiny beryllium molecules are 
introduced into the crystal lattice of the gem. This process imparts an 
orange/yellow colour into sapphires, creating a large range of padparadscha, 
orange and bright yellow Sapphires which are very rare in natural gems. 
Beryllium treatment also improves the colour of certain varieties of Ruby. 
Beryllium treated gems are much less valuable than natural gems of a similar 
colour and this treatment must be disclosed.

Diffusion Coating
Is a process where a thin surface layer of synthetic blue 
Sapphire is baked onto the surface of a poor quality 
sapphire to improve the colour and in some cases 
create a star. This coating can be easily polished off 
and can be damaged and scratched during everyday 
wear and tear and whilst being repaired by Jewellers. 
So while they are cheap, they are not durable. Any sale 
or purchase of these stones should be accompanied by 
a full disclosure of the treatment.

When faceted gems are immersed in water against a 
white background the facet edges appear darker. This 
is due to the concentration of colour occurring at the 
junctions of the facets.

When illuminated from behind, the 
poor quality green/blue sapphire 
disguised by this diffused star is revealed.
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