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Ruby
Ruby is the birthstone for July, so now is the time to make sure 
you are suitably stocked. It is also the gem for the 40th Wedding 
Anniversary and is very popular all year round. Despite its rarity and 
our strict quality control, we have an extensive range of Rubies in 
different shapes and sizes to suit various designs and budgets. Our 
stock includes ovals to approx 1.20ct and a selection of larger gems, 
diamond cut rounds smaller than 1mm and up to 4mm and larger as 
available, princess cuts and other fancy shapes including marquise, 
baguette and even a few emerald cuts.

Be aware, while there are reports of large quantities of Ruby in the market 
place overseas, the majority of it is glass filled or very poor quality.

Warning: ensure when you are cleaning or repairing a client’s Ruby 
jewellery that it is not glass filled. Many jewellers have had to explain 
to the customer that their “precious” gem was glass filled after it has 
suffered irreparable damage in the workshop.

To benefit your business when ordering  
ensure the following: 
Take the time to be sure of the size, colour, shape and quantity before 
you order to avoid disappointment and remember the more flexible 
your request the more choice you will have.

Quantity – how many do you require? Do they need to match?

Size – what millimetre size or weight? Remember when ordering 
by weight the physical size will vary between different gems. When 
ordering smaller gems it is safer to order in millimetres.

Shape – certain shapes are more common in different varieties of 
gems depending on their crystal shapes. Large squares, rounds and 
emerald cuts are difficult to obtain in Ruby and large squares and 
rounds are rare in Sapphire and Emerald.

Gem Variety – not all gems are available in all shapes and sizes 
so be guided by your merchant and don’t commit to a design until 
you find out if the gem is available. If you are unable to find exactly 
what you are looking for ask if there is an alternative. Spinel is selling 
well and red Burmese Spinel is often used rather than large Ruby. 
Tsavorite Garnet and Chrome Tourmaline can be offered instead of 
Emerald.

Colour – Describe the colour you want, very pale blue, mid pink, 
deep purplish blue. Terms like grade 1, pigeon blood red and corn 
flower blue are just confusing as everyone seems to have a different 
perception of what colour they are. Different colours in the same 
gem variety command different prices but when a gem is clean and 
well cut the less expensive colours are still beautiful.

Quality – We only purchase gems that are very clean, bright and 
well cut. We prefer to go without than stock gems that don’t meet 
our high standards. If price is a factor we would suggest a smaller 
gem of good quality rather than a poor quality larger gem.
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The various gem cuts
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