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Colour Vs Country of Origin
We get numerous requests for Colombian Emeralds, Burmese Rubies 

or Kashmir Sapphires in the misguided belief that these countries 

only supply fine gemstones. These countries mine extremely fine 

gems as well as poor quality material. The country of origin does not 

guarantee good quality or a particular colour as all sources provide a 

range of colours and qualities.

Clients need to understand that by limiting themselves to a single 

country of origin of which they may have little knowledge, they 

could be missing out on a gem that would perfectly suit their needs. 

In the case of Ruby the ‘new’ mine at Mong Hsu in Burma is now 

supplying less material of gem quality. Mines in Songea and Tunduru 

in South Tanzania are no longer producing the typically darker red 

African Ruby. Madagascar supplies small quantities, along with 

the new mines in Mozambique and at Winza in Tanzania. Often a 

client will request a Burmese Ruby, only to select an African Ruby. 

They mistakenly believe that the country of origin denotes a certain 

colour and quality which is often not the case.

Kashmir and Burma no longer produce commercial quantities 

of Sapphire. Sri Lanka and Madagascar are the major producing 

countries of pale blue through to rich deep blue sapphire. These two 

countries produce a range of tones, not just one colour. Often it is 

difficult to determine the actual origin of a Sapphire from either of 

these countries.

Emeralds are extremely difficult to source in good quality and 

relatively clean in a size, shape and price to suit a client. Limiting the 

search to one country of origin will restrict availability even further. 

Extremely fine Emeralds are mined in Zambia, Brazil, Zimbabwe 

and India as well as Colombia. Colombian material can also be pale, 

extremely included and heavily oiled. Clients should be encouraged 

to look for a gem they are attracted to and be less concerned with 

the origin.

Discuss your client’s requirements for colour, shape, size and price 

and explain that restricting the search to one country of origin will 

not guarantee the ‘perfect’ gem, but will instead limit the range of 

gems available to choose from. A larger selection of gems will help 

ensure you make a sale.

Purple Gems
Purple has become a very popular colour over the last few years. 
There are numerous options to suit your client’s requirements.

Sapphire
Many people are surprised that Sapphire is available in purple as 
this colour is usually associated with Amethyst. With a hardness  
of 9, Sapphire is a durable, versatile gem available in a large range of 
colours from soft lilac, pinkish purple, blue purple through to deep 
purple. There is an amazing blue to purple colour change variety. We 
stock a large range of shapes and sizes from small 1.5mm diamond 
cut to large single individual gems.

Purple Spinel
Another durable gem which is bright, attractive and 
value for money. Colours range from soft purple to a 
darker blue purple. Spinel is definitely an underrated, 
overlooked gem.

Tanzanite
A high profile popular gem suitable for pendants, earrings 
and dress rings. Colours range from a less expensive 
light purple to a fine quality deep bluish purple. Price 
can vary due to the often erratic availability. Remember 
to advise customers that Tanzanite is brittle and must 
be treated with care. Do not clean it in an ultrasonic as 
it can fracture.

Amethyst
The birthstone for February is available in pale to deep 
purple in wonderful fancy shapes, interesting cuts and 
large sizes. 

Iolite
This bluish purple gem is becoming harder to source in good quality. 
We have a limited selection of various shapes and sizes.

Purple Sapphires are available in a variety of hues.

Spessartite Garnet Sapphire Golden Topaz Sapphire Sapphire Lemon Quartz Bi-Tourmaline


