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ph: +61 3 9654 1550  fax: +61 3 9654 0631 
email: hamid@vicnet.net.au

We wish everyone  
a safe & happy  
Festive Season  
& prosperous  
New Year
Hamid Bros will close at  
5pm Wednesday 23rd December  
and re-open Monday 18th January.

As the end of 2009 approaches we can reflect on a successful year 
which started off with steady sales. The threat of the global financial 
crisis slowed business slightly but fortunately Australia did not feel 
the effects as dramatically as America, Japan, Europe and many 
others. The International Trade Fair in Sydney saw great sales in a 
wide variety of fine quality gems, this trend has continued with blue 
Ceylon sapphire being particularly popular. As fine quality gems 
become increasingly difficult to source we enjoy the challenge of 
finding that perfect gem which will be treasured for generations.

Donations to charities instead of cards
Instead of sending Christmas cards this year, we have chosen to 
donate to some worthwhile charities including Salvation Army, 
World Wild Life Fund and Smith Family.

George Hamid  1916-2009
We wish to thank everyone for their kind 
thoughts on the passing of George in 
July this year.

George took over Hamid Bros 
in the 1950’s from his Father 
Casim Abdul Hamid who 
arrived in Australia from 
Ceylon in 1898. With very 
little capital or stock George 
built up the business by 
travelling to Gem producing 
countries including India 
Thailand, Cambodia, and Sri 
Lanka where he re-established 
contact with members of his 
father’s family who were also in 
the Gem trade. He spent many 
years advising the Sri Lankan gem 
cutters of correct angles and styles 
of cuts to steer them away from the 
dull, lumpy native cuts they were familiar 
with. He sold his gems in Australia, Hong Kong and Singapore.

George always shared his father’s appreciation for fine quality, well 
cut gems and this passion will always set the standard at Hamid Bros. 
His boundless enthusiasm will be missed.

Ruby
Ruby is very popular throughout the world market but is becoming 
increasingly scarce. Thai and Cambodian ruby has not been mined 
in commercial quantities for about 10 years. Burmese ruby from the 
relatively new Mong Hsu mine is becoming scarce in the fine end 
and prices have risen accordingly. African ruby from the Songea 
area of Tanzania that we have been supplying for several years, now 
has minimal production of any sizes over 1ct. Madagascan ruby as 
always is sporadic in availability.

Due to these factors there are no bargains in ruby and we 
increasingly see beryllium treated, glass surface and fracture  
filled material which are cheap and plentiful being passed off as 
natural gems.

Please be aware that some shapes and sizes in ruby are very difficult 
to get especially rounds and squares larger than 4.5mm, emerald 
cuts over 0.70ct, ovals larger than 1.30ct.

Aquamarine
5.80ct

Pink Sapphire
2.10ct

Sapphire
2.58ct

Bi-Tourmaline
11.28ct

Spinel
2.56ct

Tourmaline
4.94ct

Ruby
1.20ct

Purple Sapphire
4.47ct

Kunzite
9.72ct

Zircon
2.62ct

Peridot
11.33ct

Tourmaline
5.25ct


