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Burmese Gems
There has been increasing publicity lately on the ongoing human 
rights abuse in Burma. Unfortunately some organisations are 
suggesting that as an industry we do not trade in Burmese Gemstones, 
this however is not the official position of the International Colored 
Gemstone Association. We have spoken to many suppliers and 
business associates who deal directly in Burma and the overwhelming 
reply is that they work with many Burmese people who are 
independent and not connected to the government, are anti-junta 
and want democracy. They are supporting independent cutters and 
miners etc. 90% of Burmese people are against the junta but they still 
have to make a living. The sanctions hurt the people not the junta. 
You can assure your customers that Gems purchased through us are 
not sourced through the Burmese Government.
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Staff
Barbara & Susan have both been in sales at Hamid Bros 
for over 10 years. They first met in1982 when Susan was in 
the final year of her Jewellery Apprenticeship and Barbara 
moved to Melbourne from Cape Town where she worked 
as a Diamond Grader. 
These two gemmologists have 68 years experience in the 
jewellery industry between them! Their best advice is not to 
design or make a piece of jewellery before you have sourced 
the gems required as they have seen many jewellers have to 
go back to the drawing board when the gems required for 
their design were just impossible to source.

We Wish Everyone a 
Safe, Happy & Prosperous 
Festive Season.
Hamid Bros will close at 4.30pm Friday December 21st  and re open 
on Monday January 14th.

Size or Weight?
A typical phone conversation in our office goes something like this.
Customer: “I’d like to order 6 x 0.10ct diamond cut mid blue 
sapphires.” Us “Would you like the sapphires to weigh 0.10ct each or 
should they measure the same as a 0.10ct diamond?”
As sapphires have a higher specific gravity than diamonds they 
weigh heavier for the same diameter. It is therefore easier to order a 
diameter size than a weight.
See page 17 of the white Hamid Bros price guide for weights 
and measurements of diamond cut and princess cut sapphires  
and diamonds.

Special Garnets
Reddish brown Pyrope Garnet and Purplish Red Rhodolite 
are commonly used in jewellery, there are many beautiful 
lesser-known varieties now available. Garnets are not 
heat treated and no other enhancements or synthetics are 
known at present.

Mali
A brilliant yellow to brownish green garnet with excellent 
dispersion and lustre. Rare in sizes larger than 2cts. The only 
known source is Mali the largest country in West Africa. 

Spessartite
A wonderful bright gem in burnt orange to vibrant orange 
also known as Mandarin Garnet.

Malaia
First found in East Africa in the mid 1960’s first thought 
to be Spessartite but was found to fit between existing 
garnet groups and was termed Malaya Swahili for “out of 
the family” or “prostitute”. It’s magnificent colours range 
from pinkish orange to reddish brown and a multitude of 
shades in between.

Hessonite
Also called “Cinnamon stone” is also found in orangey and 
rich brown tones. It often has a treacley internal feature.

Tsavorite
Mined in the Tsavo National Park in Tanzania and 
Madagascar it is available in vibrant shades of green and 
is a great alternative for emerald.

Colour Change Garnet
Found in Africa & Sri Lanka has a colour change similar 
to Alexandrite from reddish purple in incandescent light 
to steely blue, green or greyish in daylight. Gems over 1ct 
are quite rare.

Demantoid
Meaning “diamond like lustre” is a magnificent bright 
green, it is very rare and usually only available in small sizes.

Chrome Tourmaline
2.80ct

Pink Tourmaline
3.16ct

Tanzanite
10.15ct

Aquamarine
13.31ct

Ruby
1.05ct

Pink Spinel
2.94ct

Green Tourmaline
3.51ct

Citrine
6.07ct

Golden Sapphire
4.15ct

Purple Sapphire
2.78ct

Blue Sapphire
1.42ct

Pink Sapphire
2.09ct


